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Friends Bookstore 
(209) 333-5537 

 

Co-Manager: Deborah Westler 

Co-Manager: Diane Freggiaro 
Volunteer Schedule: Debbie George 

 

BOOKSTORE HOURS 

Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Friday: CLOSED 

Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday: 12 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

 

Visit us at friendsoflodi.org 
 

Friends Office | (209) 333-6800 x2711 
Email: libfriends@lodi.gov 

P.O. Box 703, Lodi, CA 95241 
Facebook.com/

FriendsoftheLodiPublicLibraryBookstore 
 
 

Friends Board 
 

        President: Becky Hamner 

Vice President: Diane Freggiaro 
         Secretary: Susan Hye 

        Treasurer: Judy Brent 
         Membership: Susanne Benbrook 

Volunteer Scheduling: Debbie George 

Members at Large: Pam Coburn 
         Steve James 

                                  Carole Lewis 
                                   Elisa Moberly 

                                  Radhika Rao 

AMAZON SMILES AT LODI FRIENDS 

The Friends of  the Lodi Public Library is now  
registered to receive contributions from The  

AmazonSmile Foundation.  The Foundation will  

donate 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible 
smile.amazon.com purchases.  Tens of  millions of  

products are eligible for donations.  You will see  

eligible products marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile 
donation” when you search for a product on 

smile.amazon.com. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 
exact same low prices, vast selection, and convenient 

shopping experiences as you experience on  

Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of  the purchase price of  eligible  

products to the Lodi Friends.  You will use the same 

account on AmazonSmile that you set up on  
Amazon.com., so all your settings, including your  

password, are the same. 

To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to 
smile.amazon.com from your computer or mobile  

device and select Friends of  the Lodi Library  

Incorporated as your charity.  To get directly to  
shopping for the Lodi Friends, use the following link:  

smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321. You might want 

to bookmark this site to make it even easier to start 

your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

So….go out there and smile, smile, smile for the Lodi 

Friends! 

Newsletter 
Friends of the Lodi Public Library | Friendsoflodi.org 

https://friendsoflodi.org/
mailto:libfriends@lodi.gov
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Lodi-Public-Library-Bookstore-1375156339460167/?eid=ARAp7Xy6V8VS23tdx80tUwWj6sZrq3MTMKT-SKeCGSMxz7QHUge-n1OnY6DDzp7VEMfGW97hs3P6yc6U
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Lodi-Public-Library-Bookstore-1375156339460167/?eid=ARAp7Xy6V8VS23tdx80tUwWj6sZrq3MTMKT-SKeCGSMxz7QHUge-n1OnY6DDzp7VEMfGW97hs3P6yc6U
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321
https://friendsoflodi.org/


FRIENDS OF THE LODI PUBLIC LIBRARY                       SUMMER 2019 

Bookstore News    

Boy!  Are Thrifty Thursdays ever popular!  This is our special half-price day on the second 
Thursday of  every month.  Sales have usually been well over $200  

on Thrifty Thursday, but in May we took in $439; that is moving a 

lot of  books! 

Membership renewal notices were sent out in January, and dues  

totaling $1,635 have been received by the end of  May.  Membership 

cards also went out with the renewals; they provide a $1 credit for 
each $10 spent in the bookstore.  We are also giving out coupons to 

visitors in the library who have not yet discovered the bookstore; 

the coupons are for $1 off  bookstore purchases.   

At its March meeting, the Friends Board approved $9,230 to fund  

program requests from the library.  This included funding for Code 

STEAM programs, as well as $5,000 for the September 2019 Lodi 
Comic Con.  And nearly every day, library staff  thanks Friends 

members for the $11,000 purchase of  a new copy machine for the staff  area.  The hard 

work of  our volunteers is really making a difference for the library! 

In April the Friends received a proclamation from the Lodi City      

Council in honor of  the 40th anniversary of  its founding.  The  

proclamation declared April as Friends of  the Lodi Public Library 

Month in Lodi.   

The 40th birthday anniversary was celebrated at the annual  

Volunteer Luncheon on April 26 at the Woodbridge Country Club.  
Nearly 50 people attended this lovely event, including several of  the 

people who were responsible for founding the Friends in 1979. 

April 26 was also the third time our Lodi Trivia Crushers team 
competed at the annual Trivia Bee in Stockton.  Our brainy team 

nearly prevailed, falling just 

one point short of  tying for 
first place.  The theme of  the 

Trivia Bee was The Fabulous 

40’s, with questions about the 

1840s and 1940s. 

 

(continued) 

Photo courtesy of The Record. 
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Hello Friends! 

I think it was 2014 when I attended a Library Foundation event and was greeted by 

two former colleagues from the days of  working at the Stockton Public Library.  Diane 

Freggiaro and Deborah Westler had just taken on the job of  bookstore managers for 
the Friends bookstore.  They were in need of  a volunteer to help sort and categorize 

children’s books.  I had started teaching elementary school when I left the Stockton  

Library in 1990 and had retired from Stockton Unified, so they figured I knew  

something about children’s books. 

This seemed like a good time to get involved in the Friends and do something that I 

loved.  I haven’t looked back and have become very involved in the bookstore and the 
Friends Board.  This year I accepted the  

position of  President of  the Board.  I love  

being at the library and was extremely pleased 
when the City finally hired a librarian as  

Director.   

Volunteering in the bookstore is as close as I 
can get to having a bookstore myself, which 

was always a dream.  It is hard to believe that 

the bookstore generates as much revenue as it 
does each month.  It is because of  great  

managers and volunteers that the library can 

provide free programming for the citizens of  

Lodi.   

Here’s to forty more years of  the Friends  

supporting the Lodi Public Library! 

Becky Hamner, President 

President’s Message 

Bookstore News continued. 

With the retirement of  our former President and volunteer scheduler Sharon Seegmiller, 
we needed to come up with a new, streamlined way to schedule bookstore coverage.  

Thanks to Debbie George and Diane Freggiaro, we encouraged all volunteers to work  

regular shifts and created a new online calendar that volunteers can print out at home.  
We have also enlisted the assistance of  bookstore volunteer Kathryn Siddle to handle 

new volunteer training.  And this year we expanded the Board of  the Friends.  Three 

new board members were elected, making for a total of  11.  One more Board seat will 

be filled at the December 2019 annual meeting.  
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Meet Three New Friends Board Members 

 

Steve James comes to us from 30+ years in manufacturing 
management, mostly in Silicon Valley.  He moved to  

Lodi in 2000 and finished a college degree at Cal State  

Sacramento.  Now retired, his interest in the Friends  
began mostly with his desire to participate on the Lodi 

Trivia Crushers team, and he is indeed a welcome  

addition!   Steve now also helps in the back room with 
shelf  stocking and the sorting of  donated books and  

magazines. Steve is the most recent addition to our Board.  

 
 

 

 
Carole Lewis has been involved with the library for 

10 years as a volunteer doing book repairs. She  

became an avid reader in her youth.  When an  
illness confined her to bed, Zane Grey provided the 

escape she needed!  Before retirement, she was a 

pension analyst, a detox center office manager, and 
then worked for UC Davis Medical School and Blue 

Shield. Today, she and her husband raise Angus 

bulls for breeding.  She brings her many talents to 
the Friends Board after spending so many years  

behind the scenes at the library. 

 
Elisa Moberly joined the Friends a year ago and 

soon volunteered to work in the bookstore, which 

she calls “shopping.”  She practically grew up in 
the school library, where her mom often volun-

teered.  Elisa retired from the County Public Works 

Dept. three years ago and reads whenever she is not  
volunteering at church or in the community.  She 

can’t wait to introduce her three-month-old grand-

son to books.  She handles our participation in the 
Amazon.smile program and recently started doing 

the layouts for the Friends newsletter. 
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Library Director’s Message 
 

I’d like to take this opportunity to personally thank the Friends of  the Lodi Public Library 

for 40 years of  support.  To everyone that donates resources to the Friends, thank you, too!  

The direct impact of  your donations enables the Friends to help us provide fresh and  
innovative programming to the Lodi community. 
 

We have some very exciting things happening at the Library.  The exterior lighting has 
been upgraded to bright LED lighting that covers the perimeter of  the building, as well as 

the parking lot.  This upgrade is an additional element of  safety for patrons and staff.  We 

have also upgraded the strength of  our WIFI signal by adding five new access points. 
 

Library staff  have been working diligently to assist me in weeding the collection to ensure 

it is up to date and contains the most accurate information possible.  Many new books 
have already been purchased and added to the collection, and many more are on the way.  

We have also been creating more book displays to promote our new materials to the  

community. 
 

We have just launched the Summer Reading Program, and registrations are flooding in.  

This program is open to adults as well as children, so come in and sign up today!  Thanks 
to the Friends, we have a wide variety of  program offerings.  Please visit our website at  

library.lodi.gov for our program calendar. 
 

I would like to hear from you regarding other programs or services you would like to see 

at the library.  Part of  our ongoing improvement process involves reviewing feedback from 
library users.  As a result, I value your opinion of  our library and the job we are doing.  I 

am always open to suggestions for improving service, and I welcome your input.   
 

I take our spending of  your hard-earned tax money  

very seriously.  At any time if  you have a question or 

concern, please feel free to contact me by telephone  
at 209-333-5540 or email (abaker@lodi.gov).  If  I can  

be of  service to you in any way, please let me know.   

My staff  and I are here to serve you. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at the library! 

Anwan Baker 

mailto:abaker@lodi.gov
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               Save the Date 

    19th Annual Evening at the Library Fundraiser  

                      Teens, Technology & Tall Tales  

 will take place on Saturday, September 21, 2019, 
at the Lodi Public Library. There will be a social hour with local 

wines, a catered dinner, storyteller, raffle prizes, and a silent auction. 

Proceeds from this signature fundraiser will benefit current and  
future Library educational programs and projects.  

 

For tickets and information, call 209-333-5536 or email  
office@lodilibraryfoundation.org. 
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