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The Friends of the Lodi Public Library will be holding their annual election for the 
Board of Directors from now until April 14.  The Board has engaged library volunteer Rick 
Seim of Great Valley Election Inspectors (https://greatvalleyelectioninspectors.com) to 
handle the voting.  Rick is not a Director or a candidate, and by giving the assignment to 
him, your Board of Directors is striving to ensure the integrity of the voting process. 

The election will be conducted entirely by email and mail.  In the next few days, 
members will be receiving emails from inspector@greatvalleyelectioninspectors.com, 
first one requesting nominations of candidates, and two weeks later a second with the 
ballot.  There will be no links to click on.  A simple and safe reply to the emails, for  
instance by typing a name or typing an X by your selections, is all that will be required. 

If you do not have an active email address on file with the Friends (you would have 
received this newsletter by US Mail), please call (209) 269-4684, and a ballot will be sent 
to you. 

Although Rick will be aware of how everyone votes, secrecy of your ballot will be 
maintained by giving only vote totals to the Directors and members of the Friends.  No 
personal information will be collected or distributed to others.   

Please consider nominating yourself or another Friends member as a candidate for 
the Board.  The investment of time to serve is small, but the value of your participation is 
great.  All members are encouraged to vote, and your comments and questions are  
welcome. 

More hours  

being added soon! 
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https://greatvalleyelectioninspectors.com
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          Since our last newsletter, the Library expanded hours, 
and the Friends Bookstore will soon. The volunteers are  
happily resuming their shifts and seeing old friends who come to shop. 
          Our Board is enjoying working with the Library staff, supporting the programs and activities that are resuming. 
We encourage everyone to keep up to date on all that is happening and participate! So, whether you enjoy story 
time with the kids or playing chess, come join in the fun!  
          I’d like to acknowledge and thank our Library Trustees for approving the naming of a special room in our  
library in memory Susan Hye. We lost Susan in 2020 and asked the Trustees to remember this amazing woman by 
naming her favorite tutoring room in her honor. Susan was a longtime volunteer with the Friends and with the 

Adult Literacy Program. It’s with great joy that we are planning this dedication.  We’ll have more information soon.  
           Lastly, I’d like to take a moment to acknowledge and thank all the volunteers who make our bookstore work. Due to everyone’s hard 
work and significant contribution of volunteer hours, our bookstore is open, hours of operation are increasing soon, donations are being  
accepted, and we’re thriving. It’s because of all the volunteers’ commitments that our bookstore is successful.  

             Kathryn Siddle, President 

 

 

Summer Reading Program 
returns this summer!   

Tutors needed.  Contact the library to apply. 
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Mission Statement: The purpose of the Lodi Public  
Library Foundation is to raise funds for major projects  that 
address the constantly growing needs for library services and 
“fill the gap” in the limited funds available from city  
resources. With private support the LPL Foundation can 
maintain cutting-edge technology and enhance literary and 
humanities programming for children, teen, and adults. The 
Foundation also works to promote a greater awareness of 
the library’s valuable services. The LPL Foundation secures 
private support that provides the margin of excellence that 
creates a great library.  

Your support has allowed the Library Foundation to complete these major projects: 

 Renovation of adult area (tutoring and meeting rooms, computer learning center) 

 Renovation of children’s area (furniture, meeting rooms, murals) 

 New homework help study room 

 New computers and other needed upgrades throughout the library 

 Art and other aesthetic changes inside and outside the library 

 New Teens@201 special use area 

Lodi Public Library Foundation & Friends of the Lodi Public Library 
Organizations Working Together 

       

 

Mission Statement: The Friends of the Lodi Public Library support and promote the Lodi Public Library.  Through 
book sales, membership, and special events, we fund programs for residents, underwrite staff development, and 
purchase books and equipment for the Library.  We work throughout the community to encourage residents to 
visit the library and participate in its many offerings.   

Your support has allowed the Friends of the Library to: 

 Provide programs to the public, including Storytime, Seed Lending Library, Doula, 
Craftastic, Bhangra Dance, Second Sunday Movie, Summer Reading Program. 

 Purchase a new high efficiency copy machine for staff use. 

 Support Library staff with training, appreciation lunches, and incentives. 

 Represent the Library at community events. 
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      It’s springtime, and with it comes the return of programming and  
outreach. We started by welcoming patrons back with the “You Deserve a  
Pick-Me-Up” event on January 24th. Over 300 bags comprised of children’s  
kits and swag were distributed in 37 minutes.  Everyone was all smiles,  
including Amazon, who participated in the event and donated $15,000 to the Teen Advisory Board 
(T.A.B.).  I want to extend my thanks for your patience as we navigated COVID and best practices 
for reopening. The library is open full-service hours again, six days per week.  The library has 
launched the return of Homework Help, the Chess Club, and beloved Storytime.  The Computer 
Learning Center is also back to delivering digital literacy courses.   

On March 9th the Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.) assembled for their first meeting.  The Board is comprised of 8th-12th 
grade students from traditional, homeschool, and hybrid learning models.  They have already started planning for the teen 
component of the Summer Reading Program and will bring fresh energy and teen inspiration to programming for their peers. 

 Thanks to your donations and patronage at the Bookstore, the Friends of the Library sponsored  three scholarships 
through Career Online High School (COHS).  The State Library has matched for a total of six free seats for Lodi Library card 
holders to complete their high school diploma!  Applicants must be 18 years old or over and have the capacity to complete  
the program in 18 months.   

                Akiliah Manuel Mills, Library Director 

Director’s Message! 
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BOOKSTORE UPDATES 

Now open Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Saturday from noon to 4 p.m. 
 Masks requested 
 Shield at purchase desk 
 Social distancing practiced 
 Limited hours 
 Limited donations accepted. 

Are you a stickler for details?  We need a new Scheduling Guru to keep 
track of our volunteer staff working in the bookstore.  You would maintain 
the calendar, contact volunteers, and handle all emergency scheduling  
issues.  E-mail and computer skills, including Excel, mandatory.  Requires  
3-4 hours per week.  Email us at FriendsofLodi@gmail.com. 

Submit project ideas and sign up to help at LoveLodi.org.  

Watch for a project at the Library! 

Happy Birthday, Mr. Rogers! March 20. 

More hours  
being added soon! 

mailto:friendsoflodi@gmail.com
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Follow us at facebook.com/friendsoflodi for updates from our Board, book recommendations, and More!  
Feel free to share your book recommendations with us!  

To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com 
from your computer or mobile device and select Friends of 
the Lodi Library Incorporated as your charity.  To go directly 
to shopping for the Lodi Friends, use the following link:  
smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321.  

This is a friendly reminder, if you have not renewed your 2022 membership. We are so thankful to  those who have.  
The Lodi Library, including our Bookstore, is once again returning to normalcy!  If you have misplaced your  

renewal form, you can find it here or pick one up at the bookstore.  Membership levels are $100, $50, $25 and $10.00.   
Send payments to: Friends of the Lodi Public Library, P.O. Box 703, Lodi, CA 95241. You can also leave it at the 

bookstore, when we are open.  Lifetime members do not pay annual dues.  Thank you all so much for your support.  
Susanne Benbrook, Membership Chair 

              209-483-7064   
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