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Exploring Libraries
In March my daughter and I spent a very cold week in Vancouver. Naturally, we
two book lovers had to visit the Central Branch of the Vancouver Public Library.
The Friends of the Vancouver Public Library operates a gift shop on the main
floor (first two pictures below). We rode the escalator! up all 9! floors. Unfortunately, as visitors, we were unable to check out any of their 1.3 million! books
or other reference materials. The weather kept us from exploring the 8000
square foot garden on the roof.
Submitted by Elisa Moberly
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Friends Board
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Secretary: Susan Hye
Treasurer: Elisa Moberly
Membership: Susanne Benbrook
Volunteer Scheduling: Debbie George
Members at Large: Pam Coburn
Jessica Helmick
Steve James
Carole Lewis
Radhika Rao
Vancouver Public Library, Central Branch, a nine story box surrounded by a free-standing, elliptical,
Kathryn Siddle
colonnaded wall, features reading areas accessed by bridges spanning skylit light wells. A glassroofed concourse separates the library entrance from the government office building with shops and
restaurants on the ground floor. Construction ran from 1993-1995 at a cost of $107M Canadian
(almost $80M US). You may recognize it from scenes in Battlestar Galactica, Fringe, and Mr. Magoo,
as the filming industry flourishes in Vancouver. Check out more information at www.vpl.ca.
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MEET YOUR BOOKSTORE BOARD MEMBERS
Susanne Benbrook, Membership I was raised in Lodi but spent several years away after
graduating from college and eventually starting a family. My earliest memories of my childhood
included many, many happy hours spent in the children’s room in the Lodi Carnegie Library on Pine
Street. When I eventually returned to Lodi, it felt good to be home again!
I finally retired after a 34 year career with the State of California as an Accountant and
Career Counselor and was able to return to a love of reading and writing. My favorite pastimes are
surely that! I am never without a book to read, and I have over 100 pen pals scattered throughout
the world. Mystery books by British and Scandinavian authors are my favorite, but after reading
several, I need to read something lighter. That is what I thought I was doing when I began Jody
Picoult’s novel Nineteen Minutes. Wow, was I wrong! It was thought-provoking but very
disturbing about school shootings in relation to bullying - unfortunately, very timely in today’s
world.
My love of Lodi means that I am active in many community organizations and serve on the
Board of Directors of all of them. Currently, I am serving as your Membership Secretary and can
honestly say that of all my involvements, this has been one of the my favorites. Your Board is
dedicated, hard-working and so positive!
Susan Hye, Recording Secretary One of my favorite sayings is “We are all lifelong learners.”
Since retiring from teaching English at Stagg High School in 2010, I have enjoyed substitute teaching
GED and adult secondary ed classes at the Stockton School for Adults, plus returning to tutor with the
Lodi Library Adult Literacy program. I began tutoring in 1990, meeting weekly with a Pakistani woman
and her three young sons at her home for several years. I have also spent forty years teaching
Christian Science Sunday school classes or serving as an elected Sunday service reader in church,
sharing the biblical message that everyone is the loved, harmonious, and intelligent child of God.
As a result of earlier Social Welfare studies at the U of M, Minneapolis, and work at the Seattle
Crisis Clinic & Information and Referral, I appreciate Mr. Baker’s efforts to have the Library support
Lodi’s social service needs. At home during our Covid break, I’ve walked my Mini Aussie, Annie,
catalogued my Beanie Baby collection, completed puzzles about donuts and birds, played over a
thousand levels of Wordscapes on my phone, watched Hallmark TV movies, and read Patterson, Child,
and Baldacci novels acquired from the Friends bookstore.
Radhika Rao I grew up in India. I came to this country 49 years ago and moved to “Lovable Lodi“
from Coronado 32 years ago. I am a Navy wife of 20 years and had an opportunity to experience
Japanese culture while my husband was stationed at the Navy Hospital in Yokosuka, Japan.
My educational background consists of a BA in Sociology from India and a Masters in Sociology
with emphasis in Social Work from USA. My work experience consists of medical social work at the
Navy Hospital in San Diego and skilled nursing facilities in the Lodi area for the past 30 plus years.
For me it all started with Bev Cornelius (former volunteer & President) in early 2000, encouraging
me to volunteer in the bookstore. It has been a fabulous experience being involved with the Friends
and the Lodi Library Foundation. Volunteers at the bookstore continue to inspire and amaze me with
their dedication.
Reading books is on the top of my hobbies list, along with music, gardening, and travel. I have
visited 70 plus countries and have never gotten on the plane without a couple of books. Also, I am on
the Homeless Shelter Board. I am always awed by the tremendous generosity of the people in this
area.
My favorite quote is from Sir Winston Churchill: “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”
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Library Director’s Message
The library remains closed to the public with no set re-opening date in place.
Fortunately, we have been offering curbside delivery since June 15 using a
web-based platform. Karen Woods and Lance Earl have both returned to the
Library to help facilitate the curbside delivery service. A curbside FAQ sheet appears
on our website for the community. We reopened the bookdrop behind the library, too.
Additional updates:
• Per the City Manager, as long as the library remains closed to the public, no volunteers will be
allowed in the Library.
• The City’s Risk Division has hired a consultant to recommend modifications needed prior to
re-opening. The consultant and I will develop a comprehensive re-opening plan, including best
practices for the Library Foundation office and Friends of the Library spaces, installing a Plexiglas
sneeze guard at the service desk, and rearranging furniture to comply with social distancing
requirements. Once the necessary modifications have been made, I hope to have a proposed
re-opening date.
• The Library’s Community Room is still being used as a COVID-19 testing center. This service has
been well-used, and there have been days where over 100 people have been tested.
• I have agreed to serve as the acting Parks and Recreation
Director as well as the Library Director. As you can imagine,
I’m quite busy, so please give me 24 hours to respond to your
emails.
• Rebecca Loveless retired on May 29th after 38 years with the
Library. We wish Rebecca well in all of her future endeavors.
• Lastly, I’d like to welcome Eugene Chow to Board of Trustees.
Eugene will be replacing David Main. Welcome Eugene!

Many digital services are available to those with Library cards
remotely and for free, such as eBooks, Audiobooks, Databases,
Newspapers, Magazines and more.
To access these resources, visit
http://library.lodi.gov/747/Online-Resources.
For help with the Library’s digital services, please
email literacy@lodi.gov
To access your library account click here
https://www.lodi.gov/719/Accessing-Your-Account-Online.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
It is hard to believe that the Friends’ bookstore has been closed since March 14, 2020. I wish there were
better news about a possible reopening, but as long as the library is closed to the public, the bookstore will
also remain closed. The bit of good news is that the library is offering
curbside pickup of books that patrons request on line. Also, books can
be returned in the drop box at the back of library.
One thing I think we can all do is talk to family and friends about
how important the library is to our community. It’s a great place to
learn about history and cultures, something we all need now. In
difficult fiscal times city governments have to make difficult choices.
Unfortunately, libraries and recreation departments usually take the
hardest hits. Let’s make sure that doesn’t happen in Lodi.
The Friends Board of Directors will try to have a meeting in
August. Hopefully, we will be able to plan for a celebratory reopening.
Please stay safe. Wear a mask and be mindful of social distancing.
It works!

Becky Hamner, President of the Board of Directors

Find messages and book tips from Becky on our Facebook Page at
facebook.com/friendsoflodi

Recommended by Board Member Kathryn Siddle: The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society
is a wonderful historical novel by Mary Ann Shaffer and Annie Barrows. I thoroughly enjoyed this book
and didn't want it to end. It was one of those special reads where I found myself thinking about the
characters long after I finished it. It was published in 2008, and I'm so grateful I finally found it. Without
giving too much away, the story is about an aspiring female author in England post World War II, set in
1946 and composed of letters written from one character to another. Although it is filled with charm and
humor, it clearly describes the horror of war and the aftermath. It reassured my heart how their
community came together to support each other. Within a few chapters, I was hooked and wishing I
could join the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society. I found it to be the perfect read during this
time.
Recommended by Board Member Debbie George: My book recommendation is Where The Crawdads
Sing by Delia Owens, a selection by Reese Witherspoon’s book club. This is a great read about coming of
age in the late 1960’s and filled with mystery, intrigue, love, and heartbreak.
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It seems that everyone is
using "stay at home" time to sort out possessions,
especially books. We expect to be inundated (not in
a good way) with donations when the bookstore
re-opens. In hopes of keeping the book tsunami
manageable, we'd like to suggest an alternative way
for folks to deal with unwanted books:
https://www.decluttr.com/.
With decluttr.com it’s super easy to trade in and
recycle books. Just enter your book’s barcode or
scan it with the FREE app to get an instant price.
They buy all kinds of books, from children’s books
to epic novels, as well as DVDs, CDs, video games
and tech items. When you’ve valued your stuff,
complete your order, pack it all into a box, print out
a pre-paid shipping label, and ship it for FREE!
After they receive your shipment and check it over,
you’ll get paid the next day by direct deposit or
PayPal. Go to this page to get started:
https://www.decluttr.com/sell-books/.
A word of warning - they pay very little for each
item, and older items probably won't be accepted,
but the pennies do add up. If you'd like to donate
your proceeds to the Friends of the Library, we will
gratefully accept!
If you prefer to donate items to
us once we reopen, see our rules:
The Stockton Friends of the
Library Bookstore is open now at
1724 Hammer Lane on Monday, Friday, Saturday
10-6, accepting donations from 10-3 (limit 2 boxes).
Submitted by Deborah Westler, Manager

Donations have been received in memory of Joye King, a long-time
Friend, and Lester Emigh. Thank you to their families and friends for
letting their love of their Lodi community live on through our programs.
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If you still receive a copy of this newsletter in the mail, please send us your email address at
libfriends@lodi.gov. Not only will delivery be faster and easier, but we’ll be able to use the saved
costs of printing and postage to support more programs!

We MISS our Friends! Luckily, there is Facebook! Be
sure to follow us facebook.com/friendsoflodi for updates from
our board, book recommendations, and more! Feel free to
share your book recommendations with us!

We want to say “thank you” to everyone (and there were many)
who paid the membership renewal dues. I will not be sending out
second notices for a while, but hopefully this will serve as a friendly
reminder to you. We depend upon your support; let’s make it
100%! HAPPY READING!!!
Susanne Benbrook, Membership Secretary

