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TRIVIA NIGHT AT THE LIBRARY
A first-ever trivia event is being hosted by the Friends of the Lodi
Public Library to raise much-needed funds for new children’s
books and media. The Library has recently completed a major
weeding project, withdrawing old and worn materials from the
Children’s Collection. These must be replaced to meet the needs
of today’s kids and their parents.
“Wine, Women & Song” is the theme of the event, requiring
teams of 4 to answer trivia questions related to those topics. Wine
is an obvious category for Lodi, women will be celebrating 100
years of voting rights in 2020…..and songs just go along with wine
and women!
The night will feature complimentary appetizers provided by
Pietro’s Trattoria; wine, beer and
bottled water for purchase; and a
dessert silent auction. Emcee
Marty Weybret, former NewSentinel publisher, will be assisted
by retired Superior Court Judge
Robert McNatt.
Please let us know if you have
any recommendations for teams.
Leave a message at the Friends
office at 333-6800 x 2711.

Friends Bookstore
(209) 333-5537

Co-Manager: Deborah Westler
Co-Manager: Diane Freggiaro
Volunteer Schedule: Debbie George
BOOKSTORE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Friday: CLOSED
Saturday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Sunday: CLOSED
Visit us at friendsoflodi.org
Friends Office | (209) 333-6800 x2711
Email: libfriends@lodi.gov
P.O. Box 703, Lodi, CA 95241
Facebook.com/
FriendsoftheLodiPublicLibraryBookstore

Friends Board
President: Becky Hamner
Vice President: Diane Freggiaro
Secretary: Susan Hye
Treasurer: Judy Brent
Membership: Susanne Benbrook
Volunteer Scheduling: Debbie George
Members at Large: Pam Coburn
Steve James
Carole Lewis
Elisa Moberly
Radhika Rao
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MEET YOUR BOOKSTORE MANAGERS AND VOLUNTEER SCHEDULER
Diane Freggiaro: I received my Master’s Degree in Library Science from the
University of Minnesota in 1969 and retired in early 2004 from the SJ County
library system. I began there as a reference librarian and was the administrative
services manager when I retired.
I became a bookstore volunteer in spring of 2014 and soon after joined the
Friends Board, where I currently serve as Vice-President. My friend and
colleague Deborah Westler and I became co-managers of the bookstore near the
end of 2014. Our first major task was expanding the bookstore to its present
size. It has also been a pleasure to edit the Friends newsletter over the years.
Besides loving to help support the Library, I enjoy being involved in providing a
tremendous public service: making low-cost, quality books and materials available to the community.

Deborah Westler: I came from Montana to attend the University of the
Pacific. After graduation and while working on a master’s degree in English,
I taught ESL to Latin American students and worked in the library. I got my
library degree at UC Berkeley in 1981 and became reference librarian for a
network of public, academic, and special libraries headquartered in Stockton.
I enjoyed a long career answering questions referred by other librarians and
training reference staff at public libraries up and down the state until Google
“ate my job,” and I retired.
In 2014 my friend and colleague Diane Freggiaro mentioned volunteering at the Friends of the Lodi
Library Bookstore. She said, “It’s fun and only two 2-hour shifts per month!” Well….. it’s been a great
pleasure to work as bookstore co-manager all these years and to help expand not just the physical store
but the dedicated team of volunteers and the range of services we provide to our customers.

Debbie George: As a small child, one of my first memories was walking into
the Farmington Public Library in Farmington, Michigan, where I had been born
and raised. The library was in a large white historic building with old creaking
wood floors. As I walked in, the smell of books was immediate, and I have
loved that smell ever since. (I also love old creaking wood floors!)
I missed my calling of becoming a librarian and or owning a bookstore as life
often has other ideas and paths to take. Imagine my delight when after retiring,
I read that the Friends of the Library was looking for an assistant manager. I am
currently working with 65+ volunteers to schedule the bookstore’s 100+ shifts a
month.
It’s been a pleasure to work with the managers and all of the volunteers that make the bookstore such a
successful entity in which to provide wonderful programs for the Lodi Public Library.
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Here we are at the end of the 40th year of the Friends of the Lodi Public Library. Over these
past 40 years all the members of the Friends can be very proud of the accomplishments that have
benefited the library and community of
Lodi. The Friends Used Bookstore
continues to be the primary focus of the
Friends. The revenue from the bookstore
has grown tremendously ever since it
opened and has enabled the library to
provide programming to the citizens of
Lodi free of charge. We will continue to
work to make our bookstore financially
viable to ensure that the programming
the library provides will remain free to
the public.
As we look forward to 2020, we are excited to plan a fundraiser for the library. Trivia Night
at the Library will be on Saturday, February 29, 2020. Other programming ideas for 2020 will
focus on the 100th anniversary of the 19th Amendment, which gave all women the right to vote.
Look for these programs and events in future newsletters and library monthly calendars.
Our annual membership meeting will be on Wednesday, December 4, 2019, at 3:00 PM in
the Community Room at the library. We will have wine and hors d’oeuvres. The 2020 slate of
board members will be introduced and voted on by the
members present. We hope to see many of you there!
All of our friends are important to us. Whether you
volunteer in the bookstore, donate books, serve
on the board, or just pay your membership each year,
you are contributing to help make the Lodi Public
Library a focus of our community. Thank you for
your continued support.
Becky Hamner, President of the Board of Directors
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CHANGES IN THE WIND
In September the Friends Board joined the Lodi Chamber of Commerce as a non-profit
organization. This allows the Friends to post information on a membership-wide message
board, receive weekly updates on Chamber news, attend Chamber events, and participate
in Chamber activities. The Board feels that this will give us new outlets to provide the
business community with information about the Friends’ support of the library and library
services.

The Friends Board has also voted to add a new membership
category: Business Member. The annual dues for Business
Members is $100. Business Members will be recognized in the bookstore, in
Friends’ newsletters, on the website. and on Facebook. In addition, Business Members will receive a small
plaque to post at their place of business. As an incentive to join, businesses who support the upcoming
Trivia Night at the Library will receive a complementary membership for 2020.
Membership Dues
Watch your mail boxes in January for membership renewal
forms. If you have joined the Friends September-December
2019, you are paid up until January 2021.

Annual Membership Meeting
The Friends of the Lodi Public Library annual meeting will be held December 4, 2019, from 3pm to 5pm
in the Library’s Community Room. Wine and hors d’oeuvres will be served, and President Becky
Hamner will present a review of the year’s accomplishments.
In addition, the membership will elect up to 12 Board members for 2020, from a slate compiled by the
Board’s nominating committee. The following names have been submitted:
President:
Vice President:
Treasurer:
Secretary:
Membership:

Becky Hamner
Carole Lewis
Elisa Moberly
Susan Hye
Susanne Benbrook

Members at Large: Pam Coburn
Debbie George
Mary Holden
Steve James
Radhika Rao
Katherine

Siddle
We would love to see you there to help celebrate a
year of many successes for the Friends!
Please RSVP by December 1, 2019.
Call the Friends office at (209) 333-6800 x2711
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Library Director’s Message
I’d like to take this opportunity to personally thank the Friends of the Lodi Public Library
for their unwavering support. Because of the Friends, the Library is able to provide a wide
range of programming that meets the literacy, educational, and entertainment needs of
our great community. Thank you!
There is a lot going on at the Library this fall! Here are the latest updates:
We held our 2nd annual Library Con event in September and had more than 2,000
attendees. The event was funded by the Friends and included graphic novel authors,
Cosplay activities, and related vendors. This event had the most attendance of any
program in the history of the Library!
We are currently in the process of adding new public access catalogs for our patrons. The
new catalogs will be height adjustable, have fast processors, and be easily navigated. They
will be installed by the end of the year.
The Library is excited to offer new literacy kits, designed to encourage children to enjoy
reading. The kits will contain different hands-on components from puzzles to puppets.
Also on the way are Wonderbooks, print books with ready-to-play audiobooks inside. This
allows kids to read along with their favorite books and then switch to learning mode for
tutorials and fun. Both of these offerings will include some English/Spanish materials.
The Library will soon update the laptops in the
Computer Learning Center, which is one of the few
resources for free computer classes in Lodi. This big
update will be completed by early next year.
These are just a few of the many things we’ve been up
to. Please visit our website (library.lodi.gov) for more
information on all Library programs and services.
Thank you for your continued support.
Anwan Baker
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Bookstore to Close on Sundays
Effective November 1, 2019, the two Sunday shifts in the bookstore
have been removed from the schedule. It has often been difficult to
staff these hours, and usually the sales are quite low. The issue has
been discussed from time to time in the past, and the bookstore
managers have now recommended the change. The managers and
other volunteers will be able to complete weeding, shifting, restocking
and other duties more easily on Sundays with the bookstore closed.
We so hope that members and customers understand and shift their
shopping to other days!

