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NEWSLETTER
Friends of the Lodi Public Library

BOOKSTORE HOURS

Bee-Friendly Friends!
On May 12, area residents learned that
the Lodi Friends know their 80’s trivia!
At the 26th annual Trivia Bee, a fundraiser for the Library
and Literacy Foundation for San Joaquin County, the
team sponsored by the Friends of the Lodi Public Library
finished as one of four teams tied for first place! Alas, a
question about nuclear warheads in a sudden-death
playoff quashed our hopes for that honor. But our team,
the Lodi Trivia Crushers, really crushed the competition
in its first-ever appearance at the Trivia Bee.
Many thanks and congratulations to our Team: Friends
Board member Becky Hamner, Homework Help
volunteer Rick Seim, and 80’s expert Jessica Helmick.
And also for the support of team backup Steve James.
Several Board members and family and friends attended
the event……and everyone is looking forward to next
year!
Also thanks to Bookstore managers Deborah Westler and
Diane Freggiaro for organizing the team tryouts and for
coaching the team on the minutia of the 1980’s.

Mon-Thurs: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Fri: Closed
Sat: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Sun: 12 p.m. – 4 p.m.
FRIENDS BOOKSTORE
(209) 333-5537
Co-Manager: Deborah Westler
Co-Manager: Diane Freggiaro
Assistant Manager: Debbie George
FRIENDS OFFICE
(209) 333-6800 X2711
libfriends@lodi.gov
LIBRARY
201 W. LOCUST STREET
Telephone: (209) 333-5566
Reference line: (209) 333-5503
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Library (and Friends) Teach Video Game Designers
One of the wonderful adventures the Friends sponsored this summer was the Code
{STEAM} Tech Camp, an intensive month-long program to teach kids how to create
video games; their games will soon be published on the Google Play Store for
downloading all over the world. Students learned valuable skills as they created complex
“choose you own adventure” video games and
coded them into computer apps for playing on
smart phones and tablets.
Friends support of the program was in excess
of $5,000, and is just one example of the
wonderful, innovative services that the Library
is able to offer because of the Friends. Our
support is helping the Library in its mission to
offer resources and tools to provide career and
life skills for our youth.

A Website of Our Own
The Friends is always looking for ways to expand
our visibility in the community, attract new
members, and create more awareness of our
Bookstore. In a nutshell: To spread the word
about our wonderful organization and what it does
for the Library and the community.
To that end, the Board has hired Red Truck
Designs, a local company specializing in building
websites, to create a Web page for the Friends.
The Friends website will be linked to the Library
website, the Foundation website, the Friends Bookstore Facebook page, and will be
fully accessible on the Internet to one and all.
The website will provide information on the Friends, its support of the Library,
Bookstore information, any special Friends events, and will contain a membership
application form. It will also contain contact information so the public will have easy
access to the Friends via mail, email, and telephone.
We offer a special thank you to the Lodi-Tokay Rotary Club for its generous financial
support of the website; the club is a true partner of the Friends. Watch for this
wonderful coming attraction!
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President’s Message
It is always such a pleasure to reach out to all
Friends members with greetings and updates on
our organization.

We encourage Friends to enter a raffle for a lovely
painted bookcase for the “princess” in your life.
Tickets are $1 and can be purchased in the
bookstore. The drawing is September 10,
Grandparents Day.

We continue to bring in money
from book sales and donations,
which we then turn around and
give to the Library. For details,
look at our report on revenue
and expenditures. It’s pretty
impressive!

The Friends Board is proud of our
accomplishments, including our secondplace tie in the annual Trivia Bee……all
in the first year we have ever entered this
fun event. And we look forward to the
Library’s progress with the Teen Scene,
to more library programs, and, yes, even
to a new roof!

I also want to direct you to the
explanation of our new way to
handle membership renewals.
This will save us a lot of time
and greatly simplify the way
we collect membership dues.

Thanks to the many bookstore volunteers
and to the volunteers in the back room;
thanks to the bookstore managers; thanks
to library staff and the Friends Board.
And thanks to you for your continuing
support of our efforts on behalf of the library.

There is exciting news about
our plans to have a website; it should be up in the
next couple of months. Other thrilling news is a
pending “expansion” of our bookstore by adding
18 feet of wooden bookcases in the hallway
leading to the Community Room, facing the
bookstore. This will add 78 linear feet of
shelving, and the bookstore managers are busy
planning how best to use this new shelving.

Sharon Seegmiller, President

FRIENDS BOARD
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Membership
Members at Large

Sharon Seegmiller
Diane Freggiaro
Pam Coburn
Judy Brent
Susanne Benbrook
Debbie George
Becky Hamner
Susan Hye
Nancy Leonardini
Radhika Rao
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Annual Meeting Notice
The Friends Board has changed
its fiscal year to correspond to the
calendar year. Thus, the annual
meeting will be held on
December 5, 2017, at 5:30 p.m.
Place to be announced.

FRIENDS OF THE LODI PUBLIC LIBRARY

FALL 2017

Annual Revenue and Expenditures
The last twelve months has been very profitable for the Friends, and extremely satisfying in
terms of the support we have given to the Library.
As of the end of August, book sales totaled $31,997.18, nearly $2,700 per month! We also
took in $1,030 in membership dues and $3,232 in donations, for total income of $36,259.18.
Direct financial support for the Library for the period totaled $33,919.06. Here is a
breakdown:
Programs
Summer Reading Club
Furniture/Equipment
Paws to Read
Staff Support
Movie License
Art Hop

$14,937.75
4,604.77
15,230.60
224.80
947.88
848.00
130.91

At the August Board meeting, the Friends pledged another $2,880 for library programs.
These are a lot of numbers, but the message here is clear: The Friends of the Lodi Public
Library is a very successful organization, which supports the Library very generously. You
should all be proud to be members of the Friends, and we thank you all!

Results from the Spring Clearance Sale
April 22 and 23 were very busy days for Friends
volunteers and very gratifying days for our many
customers. And they were very profitable days
for the Friends!
Book sales for the two-day sale in the Library
community room totaled $938.77. In addition,
we received donations of $28.61. The Bookstore
was open during the sale, and took in an
additional $207.25, making a grand total of
$1174.63.
Thanks to our many wonderful volunteers and
our very happy customers!
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Director’s Report
First of all, thanks for ALL you do for the library. With that, some updates. Construction
of the Teen Scene will begin September 11, and our roof will be also be replaced this fall.
Both are huge projects and will advance the prominence of the Library in the community,
principally by broadening the services and programs that the library will now be able to
offer.
In the coming months, we will concentrate on publicizing the impact the library can make
in our community. We will be creating a video and brochure that highlight the possibilities
and promise of the library, and we are also focusing on expanding the programs currently
being offered. One of our staff, Yvette Herrera, is heading efforts to broaden the type and
number of programs, and we believe that will bring even more patrons into the library. Of
course, the Friends pay for all the programs at the library, so we remain ever grateful for
everything you do. With that, again accept my thanks, and the thanks of the library staff,
for all you do, and your ambitions to continue in the future.
Take care, Dean Gualco

When Are Dues Due?
Some of you may be wondering why you haven’t received a membership renewal form.
Well, here’s the answer:
In the interest of simplifying the renewal process and saving time, the Friends Board has
decided to send out renewal notices only once a year, instead of monthly. All notices will
be mailed in December, for the following calendar year. Thus, in December 2017 we will
send out renewal forms, and all payments are due upon receipt (or by the end of January
2018, if possible) for the 2018 calendar year. The next renewal notices will be mailed in
December 2018 for the 2019 calendar year.
However, for those of you who have already renewed your membership in 2017, or joined
in 2017, you will be paid through December 31, 2018, and you will receive a renewal
notice in December 2018 for the 2019 calendar year.
Please contact Membership Chair Susanne Benbrook if you have questions. 209-3344009, or susycats@sbcglobal.net.

5

FRIENDS OF THE LODI PUBLIC LIBRARY

FALL 2017

Friends + Foundation – What a Team!
In addition to the Friends, there is another important organization that supports the
Library: The Lodi Public Library Foundation. While much of the Friends’ support
is focused on library programs, the purpose of the Foundation is to fund larger,
capital improvement projects.
The Foundation is currently raising money for the construction of the Teen Scene,
and has three upcoming fundraising events. The Friends are partnering with the
Foundation by providing volunteers and selling books at the events. Proceeds from
book sales are retained by the Friends.
*On Sunday, Septembers 24, the 7th Annual Fun Run for Literacy will be held at
Lodi Academy Schools. The Academy will donate proceeds to the Foundation for
the Teen Scene. The Friends will be selling books for kids and teens. For further
information, call 368-2781.
*A Celebration of the Art of Storytelling will be held at the Library on October 7.
This year’s storyteller is Donna Washington, who has performed at thousands of
schools and libraries across the nation. The Friends bookstore will be open all
evening. Tickets can be purchased from the Foundation by calling 365-8139.
*The 15th annual Chili Cook-Off and Car Show will be Saturday, October 14, from
9am to 3pm at the Woodbridge Winery, 5950 E. Woodbridge Road. This
fundraiser provides the chance to enjoy awesome chili and beautiful classic cars,
and the Friends will be selling books all day long. Call 365-8139 for more
information.
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Some Notes on Book Donations
To help provide more staff security , the
Library has enclosed the back entrance near
the book drops with a metal fence. We have
posted signs to direct donors to the small gate
off the parking lot . During the day, that gate
is usually open, but there is a doorbell there
in case it isn’t. Donors also need to ring the
bell at the double doors, and someone will
come to collect donations and offer a receipt.
If you want to donate, you may take a sack or
two of books to the Bookstore, but larger
donations need to be taken to the back door.
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Our Bookstore exists because of
donations, and we are ever grateful. But
please remember that donations of dirty,
moldy, or damaged material cannot be
sold. Sorting through all of the
donations we get is a time-consuming
job for our back-room volunteers, and
they should not have to handle materials
that are obviously unacceptable because
of condition. If you wish to donate
books and other materials, please be
aware of our donation guidelines. Please
call the Friends office if you are unsure
if a planned donation is suitable.

