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The Lodi Friends of the Library will 
always be close in my heart. I will 
keep you updated on my new local 
library activities. Hoping that all  
libraries get to open soon and all the 
great programs the Friends group 
pays for through the sales in our  
fabulous little bookstore will once 
again be available. We will be back to 
visit, and I hope that our lives are 
once again normal very soon.  
Love you all! Becky Hamner 

Hello Friends!  Long time, no see. 
As some of you may or may not know, I have decided, like many, to leave the 

state! Originally from Michigan, I moved to California as a young woman and have 
been here 42 years!  In my book of life, it’s time for a change!  On March 3rd I am 
moving to the blue grass state: Kentucky!! Looking forward to being on the other 
side of the great Mississippi River. My future is wide open for lots of adventures, 
and I’m excited to get started.  

I’d like to take a moment to say “thank you” to all the volunteers for the time 
and effort you put through in keeping our bookstore one of the BEST around!  I will 
miss the bookstore, working with Deborah, Diane, Becky, and all of you.  I wish the 
Friends Board the best of luck.  It was an honor working with all of you.  

If you are so inclined, feel free to drop me a note - my email will remain  
the same: HelloDebs@comcast.net.   

Take good care.  Perhaps our paths will cross someday! 
Most sincerely, 
Your Scheduling Guru, Debbie George  

Becky (Meemaw) with  
Patrick & Connor.  

Our Bookstore leaders:  Becky Hamner, Diane Freggiaro, Debbie 
George, and Deborah Westler.  We extend our heartfelt thanks 
and best wishes to Becky and Debbie as they move on to new 
libraries.  Show them how we do it in Lodi!  We’ll miss you both. 
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MEET YOUR NEW FRIENDS BOARD MEMBER 

Liz Walsh:  I am happy to be a part of the Lodi Library Friends!  I grew up in Sacramento.  

I moved to Seattle, Washington, after graduating from college and spent 33 wonderful 
years there.  In 2018 I was ready for a change.  Several siblings reside in the Bay Area, so 
Lodi seemed like a great small town to call “home.”  Here I am!     

 I was a Librarian in Seattle and shared my love of books and learning with Pre-K 
through 8th grade students for 6 years.  I also facilitated an after school Creative Writing 
Club for many years and volunteered with our local library as a “Friend” while my  
daughter was growing up.  I am especially fond of children’s programming and the ways 
in which libraries welcome all members of the community. 

 It will be a joy for us all when the library is able to open again.  In the meantime, 
hang in there and read some books! 

The Lost and Found Bookshop by Susan Wiggs. Set in 
San Francisco, this riveting story of loss, returning 
home, and anxiety yet hope connects you to the  
vibrant city and reveals much of history and priceless 
old Victorian buildings. It even makes one want to visit 
a charming bookstore soon!   
             Recommended by Board Member   Pam Coburn 

Bookstore Manager Deborah Westler likes the website Literary Hub 
(lithub.com).  “It's packed with interesting articles, book reviews, and 
special lists and features like ‘50 Great Classic Novels Under 200 Pages’ 
or ‘Toni Morrison as an Editor Changed Book Publishing Forever.’  
There's a whole separate section for mystery lovers called 
‘Crimereads.’  Take a look and see what you think.” 

Looking for more books ideas?   
Try these USA Today Chart Toppers: 

 
Fiction:   
1. “A Court of Silver Flames”  

  by Sarah J. Maas 
2. “The Four Winds”  

  by Kristin Hannah 
3. “Firefly Lane” by Kristin Hannah 
4. “Relentless” by Mark Greaney 
5. “The Duke and I” by Julia Quinn 
 
Non-Fiction: 
1. “How to Avoid a Climate Disaster” 
         by Bill Gates 
1. “Just As I Am, A Memoir”  

  by Cicely Tyson 
2. “The Sum of Us”  

  by Heather McGhee 
3. “Walk in My Combat Boots”  

  by James Patterson, Matt  
  Eversmann, and Chris Mooney 

4. “Keep Sharp” by Sanjay Gupta 

Many free digital services are available to those 
with Library cards, such as eBooks, Audiobooks, 
Databases, Newspapers, Magazines and more.    
Access these resources at  
http://library.lodi.gov/747/Online-Resources.  

https://lithub.com/
http://library.lodi.gov/747/Online-Resources
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Library Director’s Message 
       Due to the ongoing pandemic, the library remains closed to the public. Our curbside pickup is still in place, 
and we have circulated nearly 10,000 items to the community since beginning the service last June.  Here are 
some the additional updates: 
• The Library has a new Integrated Library System (ILS). 
TLC with its Enterprise catalog is now managing the Library’s 
bibliographic/item holdings, patron registration, patron  
account activity, and online resources. The new system is 
much more intuitive for patrons and staff and has a robust 
and interactive children’s catalog. It is also more cost-
efficient for the Library and provides a better way for Library 
users to find books, movies, music, and special items at the 
Lodi Public Library. 

• The Library recently received a $5,000 grant from the California State Library to support collections during 
the closures related to Covid-19. 

• The Library’s Community Room continues to be used as a Covid-19 testing center. The community has very 
well used this service, and thousands of citizens have been tested. 
• We are in the process of replacing many antiquated public facing computers and monitors. I am hoping to 
have all public computers and monitors replaced prior to re-opening. 
• Library Assistant Mina Morshedi retired at the end of January.  Library Tech Rebecca Loveless also retired  
during the pandemic.  We will fill the two positions, as well as add a Measure-L funded Librarian, once we have a 
better idea of when we can re-open. 
• I am still serving as the Interim Parks and Rec Director. The City is currently advertising the position and will 
begin to review candidates this spring. 
       Thanks to the Friends of the Lodi Public Library for all of their support. We can’t wait to see you all in the  
Library once again! 

Anwan Baker 
Library Director 



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Those who know me understand the Friends of the Library Bookstore is one of my “happy 
places.”  I always looked forward to my Monday shift; it was a wonderful way to start my 
week.  As the new President of the Friends of the Lodi Public Library, I am so grateful for 
our strong and devoted Board.  This is a creative group, and everyone is looking for ways to  
continue to back up the Library and our community during this time.  As we patiently wait 
for the library to reopen, know that we are planning and inventing new ways to pursue our 
mission.  We will continue to support the Library and seek to promote its welfare. Once 
open, we will resume funding programs for children, teens and adults, sponsoring staff  

development, and providing various services, equipment, and furniture requested by the Library.  
In difficult times one of my “go to” coping mechanism is reminding myself of the positives in my life. 

Many call this “counting their blessings.” This last year the online services and 
books I have been able to access through the Lodi Public Library have truly been a 
lifeline. Although I deeply miss wandering the shelves at the library and my time at 
the Friends’ Bookstore, I am thankful for the services that are available and how 
they’ve kept me sane during darker times.  Now we are looking forward, and the 
Friends of the Library Board is excited to start planning for what 2021 will bring. 
This is an amazing Board and I’m thrilled to be apart of it. We hope to be supporting 
the programs at the Lodi Library this year and seeing all of you in the Bookstore 
soon!  

Thank you for your continued support, and happy reading! 
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To shop at AmazonSmile, simply go to smile.amazon.com 

from your computer or mobile device and select Friends of 

the Lodi Library Incorporated as your charity.  To get directly 

to shopping for the Lodi Friends, use the following link:  

smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321.  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321
https://smile.amazon.com
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/94-2707321
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Bookstore Manager Diane Freggiaro shares memories from her many years at the bookstore: 
 

Connections: 
Our Bookstore customers come from far and wide!   It was not too unusual for out-of-towners to  

visit the Library and then the Bookstore, and we loved showing off our wonderful inventory. 
One customer was a blast from the past for me:  he was a long-time close friend from my earlier days 

in Minneapolis.  From a post on the Bookstore’s Facebook page, he saw we had a large collection of Zane 
Grey titles, about 30 of them.  He phoned, I phoned back, and the deal was made.   

It turns out he bought them as a birthday gift for another close friend I had at the time, one whose 
first name was Zane.  That Zane has since reconnected with me and thanked me for his wonderful birthday 
gift.  See how books  can bring us together! 

Every Ending Begins Somewhere…….. 
…..and this is where the whole Covid19 thing started for the Friends: at a Trivia 
Night debriefing on March 11, 2020.  The Trivia Night was a wild success, and 
we were congratulating each other and basking in the glory of what we had  
accomplished.   
           In the middle of all this basking, one of the members of the Trivia Night 
planning committee looked at her phone, gasped, and said, “Tom Hanks has 
coronavirus!”  This was followed a few minutes later by another gasp, as she 
said, “The NCAA Tournament is cancelled!”  Minutes later, it was, “All flights 
from China to the US have been cancelled.”   
           Well, that’s how the meeting ended and the path to closing the Friends 
Bookstore and the Library began.  Stay safe, everyone, and we all hope that 
more normal times will begin in the not-too-distant future. 

Unity of passion and compassion is a rare gift, but it shines in all of 

you. We were unable to have the Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 

in April 2020. We still want to express our HEARTFELT THANKS AND 

GRATITUDE  for your dedication and for your contributing so much of 

your time, energy, and effort to the Friends Bookstore. Donations 

from sales greatly benefit our Lodi Public Library.   

Question:  What fun, entertaining, successful, educational, annual event at the Lodi Public Library will skip 2021?  

Answer:   

            Heartbreaking, we know, but we’ll be back next year!  

                 We hope you’ll join us. 

Diane  Freggiaro, Belle of the Ball, Trivia Night at the Library 2020. 

  at the LIBRARY 
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Please follow this link to our 2021 membership renewal form.  You can also find it 
on our website anytime.  Save us the cost of printing and mailing it to you, which 

allows us  to invest more money in our programs! 34 members have already  
renewed.  We need you now more than ever!  Won’t you renew? 

HAPPY READING!!!     
Susanne Benbrook, Membership Secretary 

We MISS our Friends! Luckily, there is Facebook! Be sure to follow 
us at facebook.com/friendsoflodi for updates from our Board, book 
recommendations, and more! Feel free to share your book  
recommendations with us!  

If you still receive a copy of this newsletter in the mail, please send us your email address  
at FriendsofLodi@gmail.com.  Not only will delivery be faster and easier, but we’ll be able to 

use the  saved costs of printing and postage to support more programs!   

http://www.friendsoflodi.org
mailto:friendsoflodi@gmail.com
mailto:libfriends@lodi.gov
https://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-the-Lodi-Public-Library-Bookstore-1375156339460167/?eid=ARAp7Xy6V8VS23tdx80tUwWj6sZrq3MTMKT-SKeCGSMxz7QHUge-n1OnY6DDzp7VEMfGW97hs3P6yc6U
https://friendsoflodi.org/resources/Friends-Renewal-Form-temp.pdf
http://facebook.com/friendsoflodi

